KFPS NEWS: No. 34
Wednesday 4th
November, 2020
Principal’s report
Dear students, parents and friends,
Welcome to Week 5 of this term. I must say we are experiencing some incredible swings in the weather! Warm
weather, wind, rain, sunshine. It may be a little unpredictable at present but our expectations remain that all
students need to be wearing a sun smart hat and clothing needs to be labelled as we have a growing number of
jumpers that are finding themselves in our lost property tub. I ask that families also just check their child’s school
uniform once home as we have had a couple of accidental jumper swaps when children have taken their jumper off
in the yard and then picked up the wrong one! Labelling your child’s clothing is certainly a quick remedy in these
situations.
Neighbourhood Newsletters:
Yesterday your child/ren should have brought home their neighbourhood newsletter. Each term our neighbourhoods send home a newsletter midway through the term to update families of events coming up and to
acknowledge and celebrate the work that is being done by students in their classes. If you haven’t receive your
child’s neighbourhood newsletter please check with your child’s teacher or contact the office to have another sent
home. Alternatively, these neighbourhood newsletters are uploaded onto our website so you can check out the
news on there!
Attitudes to School Survey:
Our Grade 4-6 students have the opportunity to participate in the state-wide Attitudes to School survey which is an
online survey conducted over the next 2 weeks. Each year our school participates in this mandatory survey about
teaching & learning and health & wellbeing. Students answer questions about the school climate, attendance, the
teaching and learning that happens in the classroom, and whether they feel connected and safe at school. This year,
there will be a number of questions related to their experience with remote learning due to COVID and how they
felt during this time. If any parent or carer have any questions relating to the Attitudes to School Survey, please
contact either myself or Faye Martin.

Remembrance Day :
Next Wednesday 11th November, our school shall be acknowledging Remembrance Day.
In past years we have always attended the Kangaroo Flat Remembrance Day service at the
Memorial Park cenotaph in High St Kangaroo Flat. This year of course it is not possible
for our school to attend this important ceremony and have our student leaders lay a
wreath. We shall be holding our own service at school and hold a minutes silence at the
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. Please support our Poppy Appeal by buying a
Poppy badge, pen or wristband from the office. Prices start from $2.00.
Kinder transition:
Transition visits for our 2021 Foundation students will commence on Tuesday 17th November. Each child will
have 3 opportunities to visit our school and participate in small group activities and classroom based learning.
Personalised invitations will be sent out this week.

Planning for 2020 – Class Structures:
We are currently working on the class structures for 2021. Our staff have had numerous discussions around the
numbers and student needs at each grade level and the grade structure will be published in the newsletter next
week.
Parent Input invited
There is an opportunity for you to provide information to the school based on educational or social grounds which
you believe is important for us to consider when making our 2021 class placements. This information needs to be
in writing. Please forward this to me by Thursday 12th November. Late information will not be able to be considered. Class placements will be made taking this information into account, along with class numbers, gender mix,
social and academic needs. The decision made at the conclusion of this process will be final and no changes will be
made unless there is evidence that a clear error was made. This process is not about naming a preferred teacher.

Assembly this week:
As always we invite families to logon on to our Webex assembly each Friday to celebrate the week with us. This
week’s principal awards have the school focus of ‘Teamwork’. I look forward to providing these dedicated students with their certificates on Friday morning.
You can join the assembly by using the following information:
Meeting number (access code): 1546203844
Meeting password: Dw7byM9i8R8
REMINDERS: Upcoming dates and events to note.
School Council
A reminder to our school councillors, next Tuesday 10th November we have our November council meeting commencing at 6:30pm via WEBEX. School Council papers and documentation will be emailed later this week.
Grade 1/2 excursion: November 12th – Echuca here we come!!
Our grade 1 and 2 students will be heading to Echuca next Thursday 12th November. Please make sure all permission slips and any medical information is submitted to your teachers ASAP.
Thought of the week
Kind Regards,
Kim Saddlier
Principal

BIKE ED / SCOOTER ED – PE CLASSES
Grade 3-6
Starting in Week 6 (week starting Monday 9th November) Grade 3-6 students will begin their Bike Education Units in their
weekly PE classes. Students are welcomed and encouraged to bring along their own bikes if they are able to, and it is in
working order (brakes work, pumped up tyres etc) for these sessions. If they are not able to, we do have a number of
bikes that can be borrow from our school supply. It is strongly encouraged that students bring their own helmets, even if
you are not bringing a bike. Helmets can be borrow if need be, but it is preferred that students have their own.
Grade P-2
Starting in Week 6 (week starting Monday 9th November) Grade P-2 students will begin their Scooter Education Units in
their weekly PE classes. Students are encouraged to bring their own scooters if possible, but we do have a small supply
that students can borrow if need be. As above, it is strongly recommended that students bring their own helmets, even if
they do not bring their own scooters.
The weekly PE classes are as follows:
Monday - Rm 14
Tuesday – Rm 4, Rm 6, Rm 5
Wednesday – Rm 9, Rm 13, Rm 12
Thursday – Rm 3, Rm 8, Rm 19
Friday – Rm 7, Rm 18

PARENT / GUARDIAN INFORMATION AND CONSENT LETTER
2020 Student Attitudes to School Survey

Dear Parent / Guardian,
This letter is to inform you about the 2020 Student Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS), that all Grade 4, 5 and 6
students are invited to participate in.
About the survey
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and are
conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of your school.
The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools in
gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school.

This year, the survey also includes some questions about student health and wellbeing and student perceptions of COVID-19. Understanding health and wellbeing needs has always been important, but especially so
this year, and the Department is providing this survey to allow schools to capture this information to support
students. Students will be asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, family, friends,
health (including mental health) and wellbeing, and bullying.
The health and wellbeing questions are taken from another Department survey called the Victorian Student
Health and Wellbeing Survey (VSHAWS) that has been conducted with a sample of schools in Victoria since 2014.
The questions about COVID-19 have been developed by or recommended by the Murdoch Children’s Research
Institute.
This year, the AtoSS will be conducted at your school over the period Thursday 5 November to Friday 13 November.
What are the risks?
While we do not anticipate many risks of participation, some students may find the survey questions to be more
personal and sensitive in nature this year. Should you agree for your child to participate, they are still free to skip
questions or to withdraw at any stage if the survey makes them upset or uncomfortable.
What are the benefits?
In our experience, the majority of young people enjoy having the chance to have their say. Your school will use
the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.
What will my child be asked to do?

Your child will be invited to complete the survey online during class time using a purpose built secure online
survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. Please note:
Student participation in the survey is voluntary and students may withdraw at any time.
The survey will take around 30-40 minutes to complete.
How is my child’s confidentiality protected?
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey from their teacher. The student login is an
assigned identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. Personally identifiable
data will not be recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses
is protected at all times.

How will results be reported?
The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form in term 4. All survey data that is made
available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can be identified. Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year level.

Options for participation
Participation in this survey is voluntary. If you do not wish for your child to do the survey,
please opt out via email to your school: kangaroo.flat.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Please do so before November 5, 2020, stating that you wish to opt out of your child’s participation, along with their name, school and year level.
If your school does not receive a Refusal of Consent email from yourself before the survey
commencement date mentioned within this letter, it means that you give your consent for your
child to participate in the 2020 Attitudes to School Survey.

A copy of the survey that we are asking your child to complete is available from your child’s school. Please contact the administration office if you would like to see the survey before making your decision about whether you
would like your child to participate.
If you would like more information, please speak to Kim Saddlier or Faye Martin, or contact the Department at
attitudes.school.survey@education.vic.gov.au.

Yours sincerely,
The Department of Education and Training Victoria

LOST:
A student has lost his new size 7 or 8 Raincoat, it is green with silver stripes and is fleecy lined. If you have seen
this jacket or your student has brought it home by mistake, could you please return to Room 9 or Admin office.
This is a reminder to have everything clearly named.
Creative Wellbeing Hub student display
Our creative Foundation-Grade Two students have been busy drawing about their feelings and the things they
love to do.
Drawings will be placed on the Wellbeing Hub Display wall in Room 1. Competition is still open for Gr 3-6
students-get your entries in quick!
Year level prize winners for Foundation- Grade Two are: Jasmine P, Mara G, Evelyn S- as voted by our fabulous
United Classrooms students. Special efforts by so many students. I’ve added some more here for you to check
out!
Thanks for your colourful and amazing ideas about how you keep happy and healthy, at school and at home.
Sandra Harvey
Mental Health and Wellbeing Coordinator
Mental Health in Primary Schools Program

Principal Awards
Congratulations to all of the students who
will receive a Principal Award this week for
Displaying
‘Teamwork @ Kfps’.
ROOM NO.

Student

18

Sebastian B

19

Joshua H

3

CJ B

4

Alyssa L

12

Kody W

13

Lily D

14

Taylor M

5

Vanessa B

6

Evelyn S

7

Andy S

8

Noel McK

9

Celeste S

KFPS
VALUES

Respect
Teamwork
Being Your Best
Responsibility
Thank you to Shannon N’s
grandma for donating a
box of art
supplies.

GRADE 6
COOKING
CLASS

On every Monday during November, a 5 Ways to Wellbeing challenge will be set. The challenge will aim to encourage
individuals to complete an action or activity. You can share your progress by sharing a picture or video of you completing the challenge via your social media or sending in the photo/video.
Each week a prize will be awarded to someone who posts on their social media completing the challenge. A final prize
will be given out to someone who completes 5 out of 5 challenges. To participate and go in the running for the prizes,
tag BCHS on your social media using the hashtag #5wayschallenge

This week complete 5 minutes of mindfulness each day. You can do this by reading a book, listening to meditation or
an podcast, do some colouring or painting. It could also just taking time out of your day to simply ask yourself “How am
I feeling right now?
You can do for 5 minutes in bed before you start your day, or during the day or before you go to bed.
A breathing technique you can do at home, work or school.

1. Sit or lay down
2. Inhale a deep breath
3. Hold
4. Exhale
5. Repeat for 10 breaths
Focus on your breathing and try to take notice of how your body feels before and after.
There are apps you can use on your phone for meditation such as Smiling Mind, which provides mediation for all ages.

CONTACTS
@
Principal:

Calendar Term 4 2020

kfps

Kim Saddlier

10th November

Tuesday

 School Council Meeting

11th November

Wednesday

 Remembrance Day

12th
November

Thursday

 Gr 1-2 Echuca-Twisted Science and Paddle
Steamer excursion

25th-27th
November

Wed-Friday

 Gr5-6 Camp—Phillip Island

3rd December

Thursday

 Gr6 Market Day TBC

Assistant Principal:
Faye Martin

Business Manager:
Maree Wayman

Administration: Ange Jobe
Music: Jessica Dellow
Art Studies: Sue Gloury
First Aid Officer:
Tania Riddick

Library Hub: Julie Holt
Neighbourhood Leaders:

Gumnut– Melissa Cusack /Brooke
Cole
Grevillea– Kate Novak
Ironbark– Felicity Creighton
Whirrakee– Carryn Hendy

Wellbeing Officer:
Wendy Donaldson

School Chaplain: Rose Amy
Sports Program:
Travis Colley

Canteen Manager:
Rayelene Burns

School Council: (School

Council meetings held every
second Tuesday of the Month)

School Council Members;

Kim Saddlier (Executive Officer)
Faye Martin
Corey Gilmore
Sally Coburn
Jess Dellow
Leticia Laurien (President)
Brad Gould
Amanda Hooley
Lauren Marron
Kristen Miller
Verna Greenhalgh
David Hunter
Victoria Curnow

Parent Club :

Vice President: Amanda Hooley
Secretary: Lauren Marron
Treasurer Sharyn Holmes
Parent Club meeting on the First
Monday of the Month at 2.30pm in
the Parent Clubroom near the
Canteen.

After School Care: YMCA
Bendigo Central Booking:
5444 6666
Breakfast Club
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday mornings
commencing at 8.15am–
8.35am
Help Lines:

Nurse-On-Call (1300 60 60 24)
Lifeline (Ph 13 11 14)
Parentline (ph 13 22 89)
Kids Helpline (Ph 1800 55 1800)
Beyond Blue (Ph 1300 22 4636)

KFPS Website
Have you looked at our Website? Subscribe
and receive an email to link you to the latest
e-news.
Go to:
https://www.kangarooflatps.vic.edu.au
Click onto the ‘Subscribe’ link. Your request
will be accepted and then you’ll be right to
go. This is a great way to always stay up to
date with all of our events and a chance to
see the
newsletter in colour.

SUBSCRIBE HERE

60-80 Olympic Parade, Kangaroo Flat 3555
Phone: 5447 5100 (Absence Message Service: 5447 5100 Press 1)
www.kangarooflatps.vic.edu.au
Email address: kangaroo.flat.ps@education.vic.gov.au

